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Using a simple inquiry exercise, a short presentation, readings, and discussion, you will explore how water and winter interact in temperate lakes and ponds. From the properties of solid and liquid water to the effects of biannual nutrient turnover through freezing and thawing, this lesson will highlight how winter dictates the ecology in temperate lakes. It ends with current event tie-ins that will get your students excited about ice in their daily lives. 


At the conclusion of the lesson, students will be able to:

· List the unique properties of water 

· Hydrogen bonding

· Ice is less dense than water

· Water is most dense at 4(C 

· Explain how turnover affects nutrients, plants and animals in a lake

· Explain how the density of water at certain temperatures causes turnover to happen


To complete this lesson in full will take two 50-minute periods. The lesson could be shortened to focus only on water properties, how turnover works, or how turnover affects living things in the lake.   


Grade 1

Properties of matter - States of matter

Organization of living things - Life requirements 

Earth systems - Weather

Grade 2

Fluid earth - Water (properties)

Organization of living things - Life requirements
Grade 4

Properties of matter - States of matter

Changes in matter – Changes in state

Organization of living things - Life requirements

Evolution - Survival

Ecosystems - Changed environment effects

Grade 5
Earth systems - Seasons


Grade 6
Changes in matter – Changes in state

Ecosystems - Biotic and abiotic factors

Grades 9-12

BIOLOGY

Standard B3: Interdependence of Living Systems and the Environment


L3p3 Factors Influencing Ecosystems

L3.p3C Explain how biotic and abiotic factors cycle in an ecosystem


B3.1 Photosynthesis and Respiration

B3.1A Describe how organisms acquire energy directly or indirectly from 

Sunlight


B3.2 Ecosystems



B3.2C Draw the flow of energy through an ecosystem.  Predict changes in 

the food web when one or more organisms are removed.


B3.3 Element Recombination



B3.3b Describe environmental processes (e.g., the carbon and nitrogen 

cycles) and their role in processing matter crucial for sustaining life.


B3.5x Environmental Factors

B3.5e Recognize that and describe how the physical or chemical environment may influence the rate, extent, and nature of population dynamics within ecosystems

CHEMISTRY

Standard C2: Forms of Energy


C2.2 Molecules in Motion

C2.2B Describe the various states of matter in terms of the motion and 

arrangement of the molecules (atoms) making up the substance

Standard C4: Properties of Matter


P4.p1 Kinetic Molecular Theory



P4.p1A For a substance that can exist in all three phases, describe the 

relative motion of the particles in each of the phases.

P4.p1B  For a substance that can exist in all three phases, make a drawing that shows the arrangement and relative spacing of the particles in each of the phases.


C4.3 Properties of Substances



C4.3B Recognize that solids have a more ordered, regular arrangement of 

their particles than liquids and that liquids are more ordered than gases.




Food coloring, ice cube trays, clear glasses (i.e., plastic, beakers), tap water (room temperature), tongs or gloves (if you don’t want the students’ fingers to get stained), lab worksheet (included), current event readings (included), PowerPoint presentation (included)

Water has several unique properties that make it central to maintaining life on earth.  Its unique polar, angled chemical structure means that water molecules form hydrogen bonds; this is responsible for surface tension, the high specific heat of water, and the lower density of solid vs. liquid water.  Water is at its most dense at 4ºC; a few degrees before freezing.

On consequence for temperate lake ecology is that lakes freeze from the top down, and because water retains heat, most lakes only freeze on the surface.  Life persists in the lower liquid portions of the body of water. 

Another ecological effect of water’s unique chemical properties is the biannual turnover in temperate lakes.  As the ice thaws in the spring, the water on the top of the lake reaches its peak density just above freezing and falls to the bottom, pushing the water at the bottom of the lake to the top.  In the fall, cooling water at the lake surfaces falls to the bottom, again mixing water in the lake; once the entire lake has reached 4ºC, it begins to stratify, with water colder than 4ºC (and therefore less dense) sitting on the top of the lake.  

Each time turnover happens, nutrients from the bottom of the lake are mixed into the top.  This causes phytoplankton which were previously nutrient limited to bloom, which is followed by blooms of zooplankton living on the phytoplankton.

Ice off: when ice thaws and breaks apart enough that watercraft can freely move about without encountering ice.

To jumpstart discussion, this short activity should be done before the lesson and can be referred to as an example when discussing water density. This activity is designed to show how the density of water changes between freezing (0(C) and room temperature (~ 20(C).

Preparation:
· To make colored ice cubes, mix water and food coloring (blue, green, or red) until the colored water is rather dark. 

Activity (lab worksheet included):

· Students will gently place the colored ice cube into a colorless glass of water, so as not to mix the water. 

· Ice, being less dense than water, floats. As it begins to melt, the water melting off is very cold and is more dense than the room temperature water, so it will sink to the bottom. The food coloring in the ice cube makes that evident. 

· After the cold water sinks to the bottom, it begins to warm and will start to mix with the room temperature water.

· Warning: A down side to using food coloring is that diffusion will also contribute to the mixing of the colored water and the tap water. If the glasses sit for long enough, all of the water will become the same color. Therefore, students should only observe what happens in the glass for the first several minutes.

· Lab worksheet

· PowerPoint presentation 

· Current event readings

· MI DNR winter fish kill article

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364-119822--,00.html
· Citation for Science article on climate change affecting early ice off

Magnuson, JJ; DM Robertson; BJ Benson, RH Wynne, DM Livingstone; T Arai, RA Assel, RG Barry, V Card, E Kuusisto, NG Granin, TD Prowse, KM Steward, VS Vuglinski.  Historical trends in lake and river ice cover in the northern hemisphere.  Science (289): 1743-1746.
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