KBS GK-12 December 8, 2008 Schoolyear Workshop (Keller/Sobel)


Biodiversity Sampling Exercises – Discussion Questions

1) Which habitat had the highest biodiversity by the “basic biodiversity index?” Which habitat had the lowest?

2) Which habitat had the highest and lowest biodiversity by the “Simpson biodiversity index?” How were these results different from the basic index?

3) Why do the two indexes give different results? Which do you think is a better indicator of biodiversity and why?

4) How did the results compare to your hypotheses?

5) According to our results, how do humans tend to affect biodiversity?

6) Why is biodiversity so low in the farmer’s field? What benefits does the farmer get by keeping biodiversity low? What costs does the farmer pay by lowering biodiversity?

