What affects the rate of decomposition?

Guidelines for poster presentations





The final for this class (20% of your grade!) is your experiment and the poster describing your experiment.  This poster is the culminating assessment—do the best you can!  
	Evaluation
	Requirement: Scientific method

	0  1  2  3  4
	Title and your names.  Try to make the title catchy, but not too catchy (must contain some information about what you are testing)

	0  1  2  3  4
	Introduction.  Present some background information about decomposition in general, and some information on your specific ideas.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Hypothesis.  What can explain variation in the rate of decomposition?  (What specific variable are you testing?) 

	0  1  2  3  4
	Prediction.  List a specific, observable outcome of your hypothesis that you expect to see in your experiment.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Experimental design and procedure.  Show (graphically, if possible) the design of your experiment (number of replicates, description of treatments, description of things you controlled for, description the data you collected).  Describe exactly what you did, in enough detail that someone else could repeat the experiment.

	0  1  2  3  4
	Graph(s).  Graph your data, presenting means and variation where appropriate. Label the axes and treatments.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Results.  Translate your graph into a single sentence that describes what you found.  (For example, “Approximately twice as much CO2 was released from the heated containers.”)  This can work as a figure legend.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Conclusion.  Do your results support your hypothesis?  Refer to specific parts of your figure if possible.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Discussion, part 1.  What do your conclusions teach us about decomposition in general?  Relate your results to other parts of science (for example, the data we collected in the woods, CO2 emissions and climate change, etc).  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Discussion, part 2.  Was your experiment adequate to test the hypothesis? If you had to do it over, what would you do differently?  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Future directions.  What questions are you now wondering about? 

	
	Requirement: Presentation clarity

	0  1  2  3  4
	Font size: 30 point or larger.

	0  1  2  3  4
	Handwriting is not acceptable!  Posters must be typed and printed.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	The figure must be made on the computer!  Hand-drawn figures are not OK.

	0  1  2  3  4
	Use of color and images to make the poster visually appealing.  

	0  1  2  3  4
	Presenters were able to answer questions about their experiment and conclusions.

	
	Requirement: Experimental design

	0  1  2  3  4
	Replication was sufficient.

	0  1  2  3  4
	Only the variable of interest differed among treatments.

	0  1  2  3  4
	Experimental design was appropriate to test the hypothesis.

	0  1  2  3  4
	The conclusions are well supported by data.


Evaluation rubric:

0 = absent

1 = inadequate

2 = OK, but serious gaps

3 = solid, satisfactory

4 = spectacular, excellent work

