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Why would hundreds of thousands of
wildebeest risk crossing rivers teeming with
crocodiles every year?



" The reason has

B, | todo with

> 4 ~ variation in

» © rainfall in space
and time!
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http://www.whymap.org/whymap/EN/Downloads/Additional_global_maps/precipitation_g.jpg




http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/2/21/Africa_satellite_orthographic.jpg/534px-Africa
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Serengeti Plains: Dry and wet season




So, why would the wildebeest ever
bother leaving the Mara?
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http://youtu.be/kSNbLYHRrUS8




... the rains
down in Africa

Brainstorm:

Why does it rain more
in some places in
Africa than others?
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The Wet Season
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The Dry Season

S\

—
\

_E THA ORI A

dian Ocean




The Dry Season
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The Dry Season
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The Wet Season
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Warm air rises
A Making wind!

Cool air sinks

Northern
Hemisphere is
tilted toward
the sun




The Dry Season

Southern
Hemisphere is
tilted toward
the sun
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Warm air rises
Making wind!

Cool air sinks









Why are the plains dry?
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Game!



Large Carnivore: Spotted Hyena
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Large Carnivore: Spotted Hyena




Large Carnivore: Lion




Cheetah

Medium Carnivore




Small Omnivore: Honey Badger




Scavenger: Vulture




Large Herbivore: Wildebeest




Large Herbivore: Plains Zebra
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. African Savannah

Small Herbivore




Producer: Grass!




