Tree identification by its leaves

[image: image1.png]The top leaf is from the Silver Maple, Acer saccharinum, which is usually found near Siver Mple
the banks of ponds and lakes. It tolerates moderate shade from other trees around

it. The other leaf is from the Red Maple, Acer rubrum, which is found on the pi
edge and northeast part of the U.S. and Canada. Its leaf surface is smooth and its
leaf margin has irregularly sized teeth.
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sou To the left, you can see leaves from three different types of oak trees. The Pin Oak, Quercus palustris, is
found in the northern part of the U.S. and southern Canada, in lowland areas with moderate shade. Its
leaves are usually 3" to 4" with 5 lobes and a wedge-shaped base. The Jack Oak, Quercus ellipsoidalis, is
found on higher ground and its lower branches are usually dead. It has dark green leaves and the tree
has an overall untidy look. The Scarlet Oak, Quercus coccinea, grows in sandy or gravelly areas. Looking

sanouc At its leaves you will find a thin, delicate blade with lobes that sometimes almost enclose oval spaces.
> The mid-rib of the leaf is yellow.
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The last four leaves that we're going to look at are from four oak trees from around the country. White Oak
The English Oak, Quercus Robur, has a small leaf that ranges from 2" to 4" with ear-like lobes. It
has a very short stem. These trees got their name because colonists that settled in America
during the 17th and 18th centuries brought them over from England. The Post Oak, Quercus
stellata, is found on the edges of forests in the south and southeastern parts of the United States.
You will usually find them in rocky or gravelly ground. It tolerates moderate shade. N
the three end lobes of its leaf are much larger than the other types of oak. An interesting
characteristic of the Bur Oak, Quercus macrocarpa, is that the leaf is cut nearly to the midrib in
the middle of the leaf. The upper-half of this leaf is not as deeply lobed as the bottom half, as
seen in the illustration. The White Oak, Quercus alba, is also found throughout the deciduous
forests of the United States.

English Oak
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These two fairly common trees are easily identifiable by their leaf shapes. The Sycamore, Platanus
occidentalis, is found almost everywhere in the deciduous forest areas of the United States. You can find
them in cities, parks, and near the shores of small ponds and lakes. The Sweet Gum, Liquidambar
Styraciflua, gets its name from the smell of its leaves. These leaves are star-shaped with 5 main lobes.
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To the right you can see two leaves from walnut trees. Leaflets arranged along opposite sides of the
stem like these are called pinnate compound leaves (for more information, see Leaf Terms). The Black
Walnut, Juglans nigra, is found on high ground over a vast majority of the United States. It is somtimes
missing the end leaflet, and all the side leaflets are attached to the stem at an angle. The Butternut

White Walnut, Juglans cinerea, has an end leaflet, and its side leaflets are attached to the stem
perpendicularly.
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